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Manuela Zamora
Executive Director, NY Sun Works

A MESSAGE FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR & THE BOARD CHAIR
Dear Friends of NY Sun Works: 

It may come as no surprise that we’re opening this letter 
by saying that this past year has been a tumultuous one, 
not only for NY Sun Works but for nearly every non-
profit — and especially those focusing on underserved 
populations, education, and climate mitigation. Our 
current school partnerships remain strong but we 
have experienced the loss of funding that would have 
allowed us to reach an additional 20,000 students and 
to strengthen the high school to college pathway by 
creating credit for prior learning (CPL) opportunities for 
students in our CEA workforce development program.

Though we are operating in a sobering environment,  
we do have good news to share and celebrate: 

•	 Our 370+ school partnerships are robust and active. 
Even with threat of cuts to education funding, all 
of our school partners have chosen to continue 
operating our program, a testament to the academic 
and socio-emotional benefits they know it brings to 
their students; 

•	 Support from elected representatives is strong and 
growing. Our funding from city and state elected 
officials increased this year, highlighting the growing 
recognition that our program is a high-value, low-
cost solution to the need for engaging, inquiry-based 
STEM education; 

•	 We’re expanding beyond the tri-state area. This year, 
we opened Hydroponic Classrooms in 8 public 
schools in Birmingham, Alabama. In partnership with 
Jones Valley Teaching Farm and Birmingham City 
Schools, we are now reaching nearly 4,000 students 
per year with hands-on STEM, sustainability, and 
urban farming education that opens new pathways 
for careers and supports food security for students 
and their families. 

Ted Caplow
Chairman of the Board

These three highlights underscore a key point: Despite 
shifting federal priorities, the work we’re doing and the 
education we’re delivering remain vital, in demand, 
and paramount to preparing youth to understand 
and participate in a changing world. Especially in a 
year that has brought  deep and painful challenges 
to the communities we serve, including immigration 
crackdowns and cuts to food security programs, we are 
steadfast in our commitment to delivering high quality 
education that inspires students’ joy in learning and 
builds foundations for their futures. 

Although we finished FY25 in a strong financial position, 
we did experience an unanticipated slowdown in 
lab installations due to backlogs at city construction 
agencies. These construction delays, combined with 
federal funding losses, led to a slower than projected 
growth rate for FY25. The delays have been addressed 
and installations are moving forward in FY26. 

Though challenging, this construction pause did also 
present an opportunity for us to take the time to assess 
our team structure and operations processes after 
several years of rapid, exponential growth. We are now 
even better positioned to continue the high quality 
of service delivery to our current school partners and 
to accommodate our anticipated growth within and 
beyond the New York City metropolitan area. 

We extend our deep thanks to the NY Sun Works team, 
our Board of Directors, and the teachers we serve who 
bring our mission to life every day for the 140,000+ 
students we serve. 

Manuela Zamora	     Ted Caplow
Executive Director 	     Chair, Board of Directors 
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OUR MISSION

NY Sun Works provides sustainability science and climate 
education, engaging students as hands-on participants in 
solving global environmental challenges.

ABOUT US
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OUR REACH

Hydroponic
Classrooms Built

2024-25
SCHOOL YEAR

30 398

142 1,621

242 1,678

149,000 589,000

221,000 1,057,000

CUMULATIVE
(2010-2025)

Hydroponic
Systems Installed

Students
Reached

Potential of Food
Produced (pounds)

Teachers
Trained
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OUR IMPACT

of teachers report that students acquire strong  
science knowledge through NY Sun Works’ program

of teachers report that students are knowledgable about 
climate change issues after a year with our program

of teachers report that students actively 
engage in science topics through our program

of teachers report that students participate in the farming  
process and harvests in their Hydroponic Classrooms

of teachers report that students show 
appreciation for the environment 

after a year with our program

100%

100%

100%

100%

100%

Sources: Annual Teacher Surveys 2024-25 school year

NY Sun Works surveys a sample of our partner teachers to assess our program’s impact. Here are the highlights from the past school year: 
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OUR GROWTH

Projected for 
FY26:

50 NEW 
Hydroponic
Classrooms

built

“The impact has been transformative. Students are not only developing a deeper connection to their environment but also 
cultivating critical thinking skills, teamwork, and a sense of responsibility toward a more sustainable future.”

 —Teacher, Brooklyn elementary school 

NY Sun Works builds opportunities for today’s youth to become the scientists, innovators, and decision-makers of tomorrow. From the Science 
Barge in 2004 to our first Hydroponic Classroom in 2010 to nearly 400 active school partners as of June 2025, NY Sun Works is delivering on our 
commitment to helping students build the skills they need for the future they deserve. 
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PEOPLE WE SERVE
NY Sun Works serves a diverse population of students primarily across the five  
boroughs of New York City, with a small but growing number of schools in the 
greater metropolitan area. Our programming is accessible to all types of learners, 
including those who require special accommodations, and is designed to be inclu-
sive and culturally responsive.

We focus on bringing our robust programming and curriculum to higher needs 
public schools, with 84% of our partners qualifying for Title I, the federal educa-
tion program that provides financial assistance to schools with high percentages 
of children from low-income families, and 77% of students attending our partner 
schools experiencing poverty. 

Manhattan

Bronx

Queens

Westchester

Brooklyn

Staten Island

New JerseyAlabama

56

58

2
128

5

56

172

Number of NYSW 
Partner Schools

in the Five Boroughs, 
Westchester and NJ

NEW
NYSW Partner 

Schools in Alabama
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PEOPLE WE SERVE
Higher

Education
1%

K-5
46%

9-12
26%

6-8
27%

Yes
84%

No
16%

Other
4%

Asian
18%

White
16%

Black
22%

Hispanic
40%

SCHOOLS BY GRADE BAND

TITLE 1 STATUS

STUDENT DEMOGRAPHICS

The Students’ Ethnicity chart was created 
using data from the NYC Department  
of Education Demographic Snapshot  
(SY 2023-2024), and our Title I status 
chart was created using data from the 
NYC Department of Finance (SY 2024-
2025).



9

TEACHER TRAINING

ASPDP COURSE
Sustainability Professional Development for Non-Partner Teachers 
Every year, NY Sun Works offers our 45-hour ASPDP (After School 
Professional Development Program) course, “Energy, Water and Waste: 
Integrating Themes of Sustainability Into Your Classroom,” free of 
charge to NYC public school teachers, regardless of their affiliation 
with NY Sun Works. The course is approved for teacher continuing 
education credits by the NYC Department of Education (DOE) and 
focuses on incorporating sustainability content across the K-12th 
grade curriculum. The 38 teachers who participated in this year’s two 
course sessions represented a range of grade levels and taught a 
variety of subjects, including general elementary education, ELA, math, 
chemistry, biology, physics, and art.

“The curriculum training allowed more freedom and confidence 
as an educator to allow my students to conduct their own 
experiments. Many of my students, all of the girls in fact, 

flourished in the hydroponics class, stating that they never 
liked science until now. That was huge for me as a teacher!”

 — KRYSTLE, high school teacher

TEACHER TRAINING
NY Sun Works’ Education & Grow Support Teams are honored to provide partner 
schools and educators with training and mentoring to support implementing 
our extensive K-12 curriculum and using hydroponic farming as a teaching 
tool. Through our combination of one-on-one training and group professional 
learning, teachers build the skills, confidence, and knowledge they need to deliver 
meaningful, hands-on, grade-specific, and student-centered lessons that engage 
and empower students as farmers and scientists throughout the school year. 

In the 2024-25 school year, our teams:

•	 Supported 240+ teachers with individual mentoring and training; 

•	 Held over 30 professional learning sessions, reaching hundreds of K-12 teachers 
from the five boroughs, Chappaqua, NJ and Birmingham, AL; 

•	 Diversified our professional learning content with new training sessions, 
workshops, and events on: climate science, the DOE’s Climate Action Days,  
and controlled environment agriculture for our high school workforce 
development program. 

of teachers are satisfied with NY Sun Works98%
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HARVEST
PROGRAM

NY Sun Works’ Harvest Program is a joyful way to connect families with classroom learning 
and expand access to healthy, fresh produce. Through the program, students bring home the 
fresh produce they’ve cultivated in their classrooms and, using Harvest Program discussion 
cards, gather stories from their families about their traditions as they intersect with food. 
This knowledge is then brought back to the class to share with their teachers and classmates, 
creating new opportunities for conversations and projects about the connections between 
food and culture. The program engages students fully in hands-on Farmer-Scientist work 
throughout the school year, brings families’ culture into the classroom, and extends the mes-
sage about the role of urban farming in building sustainable, climate-resilient communities to 
students’ families. 

In 2024-2025, students across our 370+ partner schools cultivated and harvested hundreds 
of pounds of lettuce, kale, chard, herbs, tomatoes, beans, eggplants, zucchini, and a universal 
favorite – cucumbers! 

Source: Based on internal performance survey of partner schools

of students took home harvested food to share with families100%

of students eat the fresh produce they have grown

of teachers have used harvest lesson materials

95%

98%
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HIGH SCHOOL URBAN AGRICULTURE
WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM
Congratulations to the 82 high school students who 
successfully completed our workforce development 
program in urban agriculture this year! These new 
program graduates join 233 of their peers who have 
been certified in Controlled Environment Agriculture 
since our program launched in summer 2022. 

The program, piloted with funding from the USDA, 
provides high school students with technical 
skills, environmental science foundations, and 
general workforce readiness training to build 
pathways for entry into green careers such as 
Controlled Environment Agriculture (CEA) and 
other environmental careers. The program bridges 

the degree divide by enabling students from low-income 
backgrounds to enter the workforce directly with an in-
demand skill set and participate more equitably and 
inclusively in New York City’s green economy.

The program continues to expand and is now being offered 
as both a full school year and a semester-long option.

The class opened up a world of possibilities . . . It ignited 
my passion for sustainable agriculture, and I realized 

I could make a difference by developing innovative 
solutions. . . It has been an incredible journey, and 

I am determined to continue pushing the boundaries 
of sustainable CEA practices for a greener future. 

 —JOEL, High School CEA Student

Students successfully certified in Controlled Environment Agriculture (CEA) since program launch315
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STEM
HYDROPONIC KITS

“When I get a hydroponics kit and become a farmer
scientist, I will be feeling excited because it’s been

so long since I’ve done science. I think I will learn a lot 
about plants and what they need to grow.” —Student

Schools in all five boroughs of New York City 
and South Dakota ordered kits

STEM Kits ordered since 2020 program launch

STEM kits ordered this past school year

43

31,971

5,366

NY Sun Works introduced our STEM Hydroponic Kit program in September 2020 to support hands-on science 
and sustainability teaching during pandemic school closures. The kits and their accompanying curriculum were 
a welcome resource for remote learning for teachers, parents, and students.

Since then, the kits have evolved into a versatile, affordable learning tool, providing sustainability science and 
farming education in a compact, portable format and have engaged students throughout NYC and as far away 
as Texas and South Dakota.

“Every time we did a lesson, they wanted MORE.” 
 —Teacher on their students using NY Sun Works STEM Kits and curriculum
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BRINGING HANDS-ON SCIENCE AND HYDROPONIC 
HARVESTS TO THE NY HALL OF SCIENCE
NY Sun Works was thrilled to partner with the  
NY Hall of Science this year to introduce thousands 
of museum visitors to the wonders of hydroponically 
grown produce and the science of indoor agriculture. 
Our hydroponic exhibit, which ran from September 
2024 through July 2025, enabled visitors of all ages to 
taste the fresh-grown produce and to see first-hand 
how hydroponics fits into wider sustainability science 
education in schools. 

The exhibit kicked off at the Queens Climate Expo 
on September 27th. Queens Borough President 
Donovan Richards opened the exhibit with a 
welcome speech that honored our work and 
highlighted the interconnections of hydroponics, 
STEM education, and the all too real impacts of climate 
change on the borough of Queens. 

Over the 10-month run, over 400,000 visitors viewed 
the exhibit, and we distributed over 250 pounds of 
fresh kale, parsley, basil, mustard greens, tatsoi, and 
lettuce to school groups and museum visitors. At the 
close of the exhibit in July, over 50 pounds of produce 
from the 300+ plants were distributed free of charge 
to families, residents, and NYSci patrons. 

Our deep thanks to Queens Borough President 
Donovan Richards for supporting the exhibit, to our 
corporate sponsors Crop King, Lettuce Grow, Fork 
Farms, and Gotham Greens, and to the staff at 
the NY Hall of Science for the opportunity to bring 
sustainability science and hydroponics to museum 
goers from around the world.
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NY SUN WORKS  
20th ANNIVERSARY
NY Sun Works turned 20 this year! From creating the Science Barge on 
the Hudson River to building partnerships with 370+ schools, it’s been 
an honor to serve youth in NYC and beyond for the past two decades. 
We’ve brought science, sustainability, and climate education through 
hydroponic farming to nearly 600,000 students since our inception, 
trained over 1,600 teachers, and helped students cultivate — and enjoy 
— thousands of pounds of fresh produce along the way! 

We marked this exciting milestone with a 20th Anniversary celebration 
in October 2024 and with 20 ribbon cuttings at new partner schools 
throughout the school year. 

Bottom Left: Dr. Ted Caplow, Founder and Board Chair, NY Sun Works; U.S. Representative Jerry Nadler; Bronx Borough President Vanessa L. Gibson; 
and Manuela Zamora, NY Sun Works’ Executive Director; Bottom Right: Ribbon Cutting Ceremony at P.S.122 P-Tech, Brooklyn. In attendance were: 
Assemblyperson Stefani Zinerman; SUNY Trustee Stan Litow; Charles Imohiosen, SVP of Communications & External Affairs at NYPA; and Principal 
Rashid Davis
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NY SUN WORKS HYDROPONIC CLASSROOMS 
NOW IN BIRMINGHAM, AL!
This spring, NY Sun Works, along with Birmingham-
based non-profit Jones Valley Teaching Farm (JVTF) and 
Birmingham City Schools, announced a groundbreaking 
partnership to bring our hydroponic farming program 
to eight Birmingham public schools. The initiative will 
reach 3,700 K-12 students each year, delivering hands-
on learning in sustainable agriculture that fosters a deep 
understanding of STEM principles and environmental 
stewardship alongside the joy of growing fresh vegetables 
from seed to harvest. 

The eight schools - four elementary schools, two middle 
schools, and one K-8 school, all of which feed into a 
participating high school - have been equipped with 
hydroponic towers, vine crop systems, seedling stations, 
and worm composting stations. Over the spring and 
summer, NY Sun Works installed the six Hydroponic 
Classrooms and two hydroponic greenhouses and trained 
teachers and JVTF staff in curriculum implementation 
and hydroponic farming and systems operation. When 
Birmingham’s 2025/26 school year kicked off in August 
2025, all 8 labs and teachers were ready to welcome 
students for a year of learning and growing. 

The initiative provides a range of benefits to Birmingham 
students and the community, including:
•	 Delivering hands-on, standards-based learning  

that drives student attendance and engagement  
with school and supports student social-emotional 
well-being;

•	 Providing new pathways to higher education 
and careers. The project will double the number of 
high school interns participating in paid work-based 
learning opportunities and, in a city with one of the 

lowest economic mobility rates in the U.S., introduce all 
participating students to training and opportunities in 
controlled environment agriculture and green tech.  

•	 Tackling food insecurity and improving access to 
fresh, healthy food. 70% of Birmingham residents 
lack access to nutritious, affordable fresh food. The 
hydroponic systems are expected to produce up to 
4,000 pounds of fresh produce each year for distribution 
within the community and schools’ cafeterias.

The initiative builds on JVTF’s nationally-recognized Good 
School Food education framework that uses food as a 
foundation for education and environmental stewardship. 
Since 2002, JVTF has brought food-centered education 
and enrichment opportunities to Birmingham students 
and the broader community. We’re honored to join them 
and Birmingham City Schools in helping today’s students 
become the farmers, scientists, and environmental 
stewards of the future.
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NY SUN WORKS HYDROPONIC CLASSROOMS 
NOW IN BIRMINGHAM, AL!

Top Left: Students join Dr. Bobby Phillips, Principal of Bush Hills Steam Academy; Amanda Storey, 
Executive Director of Jones Valley Teaching Farm; and  Manuela Zamora, NY Sun Works’ Executive 
Director for the ribbon cutting at Bush Hills Steam Academy ; Bottom Left: A student in the Bush 
Hills Hydroponic Classroom; Bottom Right: Birmingham Mayor Randall Woodfin joins Manuela 
Zamora, Amanda Storey and students of Bush Hills Steam Academy for the opening ceremony.



18

The Discovering Sustainability Science Youth Conference is an annual 
celebration of science that places students at the center of the 
climate education conversation. In May 2025, we hosted our 14th 
Conference, attended by over 900 students and teachers from 
48 schools in the NYC metro area. Held at the iconic Javits Center, 
the Conference featured presentations from students showcasing 
their research and experiments in their Hydroponic Classrooms, guest 
speakers from the science and sustainability community, and a Career 
and College Networking event for high school students participating 
in our workforce development program. 

The 68 student presenters ranged from 2nd to 12th grade and 
covered topics such as the science of aquaponics; the role of insects 
in managing pests; and how climate change is impacting canopy 
transpiration in different tree species. We’re incredibly proud of all 
those who took the stage to share as well as those who made the 
journey to Javits to listen and learn! 

Joyce Leveston, Chief Executive Officer of the Javits Center, kicked 
off the day’s presentations with words of encouragement for students 
and highlighted the Center’s many sustainability features. Students 
also heard from Dr. Elison Blancaflor, Program Scientist for Space 
Crops at the NASA Kennedy Space Center; Alexis Harley, Senior Vice 
President and Chief Risk and Resiliency Officer at New York Power 
Authority; and Te’Lario Watkins II, founder of Tiger Mushroom Farms.

YOUTH CONFERENCE 
2025 HIGHLIGHTS

Student participants and teachers attended the 2025 Youth Conference from 48 schools in the NYC metro area900+
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Following the presentations, high school students in our workforce 
development program had the opportunity to meet with representatives 
from sustainability organizations, businesses, and higher education 
institutions to learn about post-high school career and education 
opportunities. Thank you to NY Power Authority, EY, the Campaign 
Against Hunger, Our Temenos, LaGuardia Community College, 
Kingsborough Community College, Northern Michigan University, 
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute, the Anne Saxelby Legacy Fund, and 
Green City Force for joining us to speak with students about their work 
and postsecondary pathways. Volunteers from EY and the NY Sun Works 
Associate Board also generously gave their time to mentor students on 
workforce readiness skills, including networking and writing resumes 
and cover letters. The 2025 Youth Conference was sponsored by NY 
Power Authority, Con Edison, EY, CVC Capital Partners, and Delta with 
additional support from the Javits Center. Our tremendous thanks to these 
sponsors for helping to make the day possible, to our partner teachers for 
their dedication, and to the amazing student Farmer-Scientists for their 
research and enthusiasm.

YOUTH CONFERENCE 
2025 HIGHLIGHTS
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GROWING WITH SUPPORT 
FROM OUR ELECTED OFFICIALS
We are proud to have received funding from a 
majority of the elected members of the New 
York City Council in the 2024-25 school year, 
showing their support of climate education in 
our public schools.  

They provided an investment both in our 
existing partner schools, and new schools 
eager to bring hydroponic science to their 
students. We received $358,500 in support 
from our council members to continue 
our ongoing maintenance of dozens of 
Hydroponic Classrooms, providing schools 
with regular lab visits, needed hydroponic 
supplies, and continued teacher training 
opportunities. And with the combined 
support of many council members and the 
Queens, Manhattan, Bronx and Brooklyn 
borough presidents, we will be able to 
welcome 26 new partner schools who 
collectively received $4,776,000 to build 
Hydroponic Classrooms in the coming year.

This year we were honored to also receive 
support for our program from New York State 
representatives. Thank you to NYS Sen. Joe 
Addabbo, NYS Sen. Toby Ann Stavisky and 
NYS Assemblymember Catalina Cruz to build 
our program in Queens schools.

Many thanks to... 

Council Speaker Adrienne Adams, 

Council Members Joanne Ariola, 

Alexa Aviles, Diana Ayala, Gale Brewer, 

Chris Banks, Erik Bottcher, Tiffany 

Caban, Eric Dinowitz, Amanda Farias, 

Jennifer Gutierrez, Shahana Hanif, 

Crystal Hudson, Kristy Marmorato, 

Christopher Marte, Julie Menin, 

Francisco Moya, Mercedes Narcisse, 

Sandy Nurse, Vickie Paladino, 

Lincoln Restler, Yusef Salaam, Pierina 

Sanchez, Lynn Schulman, Sandra 

Ung, and Julie Won, as well as the 

Queens Delegation, and Queens 

Borough President Donovan Richards, 

Manhattan Borough President Mark 

Levine, Brooklyn Borough President 

Antonio Reynoso and Bronx Borough 

President Vanessa L. Gibson!Top Right: NY Assemblymember Micah Lasher takes a tour of PS 333 in Manhattan with 
Manuela Zamora; Bottom Right: NY State Senator Toby Ann Stavisky joins Principal Moses 
Ojeda for a check presentation at Thomas Edison CTE High School, Queens
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GROWING WITH OUR
CORPORATE PARTNERS
Our corporate partners play a vital role in bringing our 
vision for climate education to life, providing us with the 
resources, connections, and the volunteer people-power 
necessary to bring nature back into the classroom. From 
Youth Conference sponsorship to funding in-school 
programming to the hard work of assembling new 
hydroponic systems, our corporate supporters are truly 
partners in engaging and empowering students we serve. 

Our thanks to the New York Power Authority, Bregal 
Investments, CVC Capital Partners, Con Edison, EY, 

Delta, Gotham Greens, Lettuce Grow, Fork Farms, 
and Crop King for supporting our work and joining us 
in our commitment to education this past year. Long-
time partner NY Power Authority (NYPA) supported 
our ongoing programming at 22 of our NYC partner 
schools and helped sponsor our annual Youth 
Conference. We were thrilled to celebrate the opening 
of a NYPA-funded Hydroponic Classroom at Brooklyn 
P-TECH High School in Crown Heights, followed by a 
series of harvests in the Hydroponic Classrooms they 
support. 

Thank you to Con Edison, CVC Capital Partners, 
EY, and Delta for generously supporting this year’s 
Youth Conference. We also want to give a special 
thanks to EY volunteers for supporting our workforce 
development students with networking practice 
and resume and cover letter reviews at the Career & 
College Fair. 

Every year, Bregal Investments and COFRA 
Foundation fund a new NY Sun Works Hydroponic 
Classroom and lend their people-power to assemble 
hydroponic systems and get the new classrooms 
up and running. This year, Bregal and COFRA have 
generously supported PS 131 in Brooklyn and Middle 
College High School at LaGuardia Community College 
in Queens. 

Thank you to Crop King, Lettuce Grow, Fork Farms 
and Gotham Greens for sponsoring our exhibit at the 
NY Hall of Science and to Lettuce Grow for generously 
donating a hydroponic system for our year-end raffle.

Bottom Left: Joyce Leveston, Chief 
Executive Officer at the Javits Center; 
Top Right: Alexis Harley, Senior 
Vice President and Chief Risk and 
Resiliency Officer at the New York 
Power Authority (second from left) 
and Kaela Mainsah, Vice President 
for Environmental Justice at NYPA 
(center), with NYPA colleagues  
Bottom Right: Staff from Bregal 
Investments assemble hydroponic 
systems for the Hydroponic 
Classroom at Middle College High 
School in Queens



22

JOINING THE NATIONAL
& GLOBAL CONVERSATION
In terms of Press and PR achievements, the last year saw major breakthroughs with 
unprecedented exposure in 30 national press outlets across print, radio, television and 
digital platforms. Over the past year we reached an audience of >663 million through 
digital publication.

The media highlight of the year came in January when NY Sun Works Executive Director 
appeared as a guest on the Kelly Clarkson Show for an audience averaging 1.2-1.4 
million people. 

Other media highlights for the year included:
•	 Feature Story in Voice of America (VoM): Our feature story on VoM reached an 

international audience of >300M.
•	 NYSCI: Our exhibit at the NY Hall of Science attracted local media attention in the 

Queens Gazette during ‘STEMOLOGY’ week and for the final community harvest in July, 
2025 where we gave away over 50 pounds of leafy greens. 

•	 20th Anniversary: Along with our very successful fundraiser to mark the occasion 
of our 20th Anniversary, we featured in local outlet City and State NYC with a story 
covering our origins on the Science Barge to the first Hydroponic Classroom at PS333.

 

On January 28th, NY Sun Works Executive Director Manuela Zamora appeared as a guest on the  
Kelly Clarkson Show which ranks among the top-three most watched syndicated daytime talk  
shows nationwide.

Kelly revealed herself as a sincere fan of Hydroponic Classrooms and emphasized how important 
it is to give young people the knowledge they need to make better nutritional choices. Kelly 
spoke to Manuela about her personal story and her motivation for working with our founder Ted 
Caplow to bring Hydroponic Classrooms to NYC public schools. The show also featured two of our 
students, fifth graders Zoe and Giovanni, who demonstrated for the audience how a hydroponic 
garden works.

In terms of impact, this appearance led both to donations from Scholastic and Kelly Clarkson 
and a targeted social media campaign which brought this appearance to over 25,000 individuals 
working in education across the nation.  

You can watch the full appearance here on YouTube.

Bottom Left: Bronx Borough President Vanessa L. Gibson presents NY Sun Works with a proclamation during our 20th Anniversary Celebration;  
Bottom Right: Kelly Clarkson and Manuela Zamora with fifth graders Giovanni and Zoe at The Kelly Clarkson Show 
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FINANCIALS

*

*Based on FY2025 audited financial statements
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Manuela Zamora: Executive Director 
David Hazan: Operations Director
Elizabeth McKoy: Education Director 
Megan Nordgrén: Development & Gov’t Relations Director 
Jeffrey Podell: Finance Director

DEVELOPMENT TEAM:
Amanda Low: Devel. & Community Engagement Mgr.
Cindy Lee:  Graphic Design
Elana Mass: Associate Director of Institutional Giving
Joseph Shawyer: Assoc. Director of Communications
Madeline Turner: Program Development Manager

FINANCE AND HUMAN RESOURCES:
Maria Jose Aparicio: Finance Manager
Melissa Arias: Purchasing Specialist
Simon Collins: Head of Human Resources
Ivan Jordan: Finance Manager
Rebeca Paredes: Accounts Management Support
Lucy Yang: Accounts Management Support

MEET OUR TEAM
EDUCATION TEAM:
Vanessa Graves: Curriculum Specialist, Grades 6-12 
Heather Holz: Curriculum Specialist, Grades K-5 
Julia Levine: Senior Curriculum Specialist, Grades K-5
Ryan Myrie: Curriculum Specialist, Grades 6-12 
Tanairi Taylor: Curriculum Specialist, Grades 6-12

GROW SUPPORT TEAM:
Evan Alexieff 
Miguel Araujo 
Jonathan Betancourt
Wyatt Boone: Area Manager  
Xavier Bullock 
Maria Carrion
Mikaela Charalambous
Nefratia Coleman: Area Manager  
Sage Cormier 
Duala Dawson
Erin Degnan: Area Manager
Isaac Fenner 
Sajeeda Frazier: Operations Manager

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Ted Caplow, Chair and Founder
Uche Amaechi 
Chris Collins
Rev. John Finley

ASSOCIATE BOARD
Arpi Lal
Amanda Batter Foster 
Ayesha Patel 
Bowen Chow 
Dan Lee 

List is current as of time of publication

Elizabeth Grande
Dahlia Jemmott-Wiley
John Kilkelly-Schmidt
Spencer King: Area Manager
Isabel Ksenak 
Garrett Lamothe
Melissa Laudenbach: CEA Operations Manager
Alex Lola 
Trevor Moynagh-Cronin
Shabiha Nishi 
Lloyd Pyes 
Abisay Quevedo
Carlos Quintana: Area Manager 
Kathryn Raphaely
Tessa Richardson
Kristin Rodriguez-Salas: GST Training Specialist
Neil Shrestha
Jasmin Wilson: Area Manager
Karyn Wyche 
Jawann Zeigler 
Mia Zuckerberg

Sarah Horowitz 
Ben Powell
Sidsel Robards
Susan Tenner

Danielle Ravich 
Jack Paolini
Michael Kang
Sharene Williams 
Vicki Moran
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ELECTED OFFICIALS
Thank you to our Elected Officials who have  
Funded Lab Construction and Programming:
NYS Senator Joe Addabbo
NYS Senator Toby Ann Stavisky 
NYS Assemblymember Catalina Cruz

BOROUGH PRESIDENTS

CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS

Queens Borough President Donovan Richards
Bronx Borough President Vanessa L. Gibson
Manhattan Borough President Mark Levine 
Brooklyn Borough President Antonio Reynoso

Council Speaker Adrienne Adams 
Council Members:
Joanne Ariola
Alexa Aviles
Diana Ayala 
Gale Brewer
Chris Banks 
Erik Bottcher
Tiffany Caban 
Eric Dinowitz 
Amanda Farias 
Jennifer Gutierrez 
Shahana Hanif 
Crystal Hudson 

Kristy Marmorato 
Christopher Marte 
Julie Menin 
Francisco Moya 
Mercedes Narcisse 
Sandy Nurse 
Vickie Paladino 
Lincoln Restler 
Yusef Salaam 
Pierina Sanchez 
Lynn Schulman 
Sandra Ung 
Julie Won
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SUPPORTERS
FOUNDATION, CORPORATE, AND 
GOVERNMENT AGENCY SUPPORTERS
Allen Family Foundation
Amazin’ Mets Foundation
Bank of America
Bird Cottage Co.
Bloomberg Philanthropies
Clarence and Anne Dillon Dunwalke Trust
Colgate-Palmolive
Con Edison
Crop King
CVC Capital Partners
Damascus Bakeries
Delta Airlines
EPA
EY
Face Face Productions 
Fisher-Glick Family Foundation
Fork Farms
GFP Real Estate
Gotham Greens 
Henry Luce Foundation
Karin Bain and John Kukral Foundation
Lettuce Grow
MUFG
PJT Partners
Scholastic
Spindrift Family Foundation
U.S. Department of Agriculture 
U.S. Department of Education 
UBS
van Beuren Charitable Foundation
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INDIVIDUAL SUPPORTERS
$50,000+

$10,000+

$1,000+

Up to $250

$500+

$250+

Dr. Ted Caplow
Reverend John Finley

Sarah Horowitz
Barbara Marcin 
Brian Snyder 

Anonymous 
Kory Apton
Amanda Eichel
BeeBee Horowitz 
Arpi Lal 
Molly Levinson & Josh Wachs 
     Family Fund 
Michael Madnick
Rebecca Mandelman & Clem Fatovic
Ximena & Gonzalo Sanchez 
     de Lozada
Julian Silverman
Peter Siris 
Susan Tenner 
Wirth-Myers Family Fund

Harit Agrawala
MariaJose Aparicio 
Henry Araujo
Melissa Ash 
Elisa Baron Rodriguez
Valeria Bell
Marci Blinderman
Linda Bosco 
Narda Car 
Elena Carlucci 
Shakira Castronovo
Pedro Chacon
Yima Chen
Dennis Cheng 
Michael Clyne 
Maribel Collado
Simon Collins 
Han Cormier 
Sage Cormier 
Laura Cui 
Jessica Delgado
Kevan Dodhia
Ian Effendi

 
Viren Bajaj
Bonnie Bertram
Helena Choy
Joseph Cunningham 
Bjorn De Carro 
Beverly Israely 
Michael Kang
Diana Lahman
Eleanor Powers
Jennifer Prescott
Sidsel Robards
Paola Quiroga
Steve Sibulkin
Karin Spraggs
Valeska Stupak
Claudia Torrico
Drew Warshaw
Sharene Williams 

Amanda Batten Foster
Christopher Collins
Gabrielle Fialkoff
BeeBee Horowitz
Peter Knight
Peter Wiener
Sebastian Nordgrén

Martin Aares
Uche Amaechi
Pamela Anderson

Angel Espin 
Monica Feinglass
Brandie Ferreira
Meryl Foster
Shaine Frazier
Adam Freed
Laurie Gabka
Edgar Garcia 
Kendall Gill 
Rebecca Gu
Melissa Han 
Deborah Hanley 
Robin Hill
Isaiah Houston
Emma Hutton
Jason Irukulapati
Michele Jamison
Brandon Jones 
Ivan Jordan 
Laura Karlen
Harjeet Kaur 
Cynthia Kennedy 
Christina Kharem 
Claire Koelling
Jason Kyles
Yafa Lamm
Melissa Laudenbach
Jorge Abel Mantuano Pico
Austin Martinez 
Raisa Maruri
Elana Mass 
Mac Matsushita
Molly McGhee
Elizabeth McKoy 
Gael Mclaughlin-Gukassey
Kennen McManus
Janelle McNeal
Christopher Moore
Vicki Moran
Kristie Moy
Meghan O’Reilly 
Steven Oved 
Ellis Palmer 
Rebeca Paredes 

Samiha Promi
Lloyd Pyes 
Liborio Quevedo 
Shaina Ramos 
Danielle Ravich 
Andrew Richards 
Nathalie Risse 
Zeeshan Rizvi 
Marcie Roberti 
Zubair Saiyed 
Rodrigo Sanchez de Lozada 
Madeleine Schmitter 
Rikhil Shah
Joseph Shawyer 
Bridget Siegel 
Stacy Silver 
Krystle Smith 
Aksheetha Sridhar 
Sarah Sullivan 
John Tereska 
Derek Tor 
Maren Turner 
Ashley Velez 
Abigail Wendell 
Matthew Williams 
Paula Wisnik 
Gabrielle Witte 
Jawann Zeigler
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PARTNER SCHOOLS
47 The American Sign Language and English Secondary School
75 Morton
A Philip Randolph Campus High School
A.C.E. Academy for Scholars
Academy for Conservation and the Environment
Academy for Excellence in Leadership
Academy for New Americans
AL Bush Hills STEAM Academy
AL Central Park Elementary School
AL Charles A. Brown Elementary
AL Green Acres Middle School
AL Jackson-Olin High School
AL Minor Elementary School
AL South Hampton K-8 School
AL Wylam Elementary School
Albert Shanker School For Visual And Performing Arts
Amistad Dual Language School
Andries Hudde
Art and Design High School
Astoria Houses
August Martin High School
Bayside High School
BCNY The Boys’ Club of New York
Benjamin Banneker Academy
Boys and Girls High School
Bridges: A School for Exploration and Equity
Brighter Choice Community School
Bronx Charter School for Excellence 3
Bronx High School for Law and Community Service
Bronx Latin
Brooklyn Brownstone School
Brooklyn College Academy
Brooklyn Community High School for Excellence and Equity
Brooklyn Democracy Academy
Brooklyn Gardens Elementary School
Brooklyn Institute for Liberal Arts
Brooklyn Occupational Training Center
Brooklyn School for Music & Theatre
Brooklyn School of Inquiry
Brooklyn Technical High School

Brooklyn Urban Garden Charter School
Bushwick Community High School
Careers in Sports High School
Carol Pino Learning Farm
Christopher Avenue Community School
City College Academy of the Arts
City-As-School
Citywide Gifted and Talented School Upper Division Campus
Clara Barton High School
Claremont International High School
Comprehensive Model School Project MS 327
Corona Arts & Sciences Academy
Cultural Academy for the Arts and Sciences
District 30 Pre-K Centers
Douglas Grafflin Elementary School (Chappaqua, NY)
Dr. Jacqueline Peek-Davis School
Eagle Academy for Young Men
Eagle Academy for Young Men II (at Ocean Hill)
Eagle Academy for Young Men of Harlem
East Brooklyn Community High School
Ebbets Field Middle School
EBC High School for Public Service
Edward R. Murrow High School
Energy Tech High School
Evergreen Middle School for Urban Exploration
Felisa Rincon de Gautier School of Technology
Fordham High School for the Arts
Francis Lewis High School
Franklin Delano Roosevelt High School
Frederick Douglass Academy VII High School
Genovesi Environmental Study Center
George H. Lindsay School
Gotham Professional Arts Academy
Harbor Middle School
Harlem Academy
Harlem Renaissance High School
Health Opportunities High School
High School for Climate Justice
High School for Environmental Studies
High School for Innovation in Advertising and Media

High School for Service and Learning at Erasmus
Highbridge Green School
Horace Greeley High School (Chappaqua, NY)
Horace Greeley Intermediate School
HS of Telecommunication Arts and Technology
Hunter College Elementary School
Institute for Collaborative Education
International High School at LaGuardia Community College
IS 125 Thom J. McCann Woodside
IS 141 The Steinway
IS 204 Oliver W Holmes
IS 239 Mark Twain School for the Gifted and Talented
IS 281 Joseph B Cavallaro
IS 285 Meyer Levin
IS 303 Herbert S Eisenberg
IS 5 - The Walter Crowley Intermediate School
IS 584
IS68 Isaac Bildersee
JHS 050 John D. Wells
JHS 162 The Willoughby
JHS 218 James P Sinnott
JHS 223 The Montauk
JHS 278 Marine Park
JHS 292 Margaret S. Douglas
JHS Michelangelo
Jill Chaifetz Transfer School
JM Rapport School for Career Development
John Bowne High School
John Dewey High School
John Ericsson Middle School
John F Kennedy Jr. School
Jonas Bronck Academy
Kappa
Kingsborough Community College
Laguardia Community College
Launch Expeditionary Learning Charter School
Leaders High School
Legacy Leadership High School
Liberation Diploma Plus
Liberty Avenue Middle School
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PARTNER SCHOOLS
Long Island City High School
Lyons Community School
Manhattan School for Children
Martin Van Buren High School
Mary D. Carter
Maspeth High School
Middle College High School at LaGuardia Community College
Mosaic Preparatory Academy
Mott Hall II
MS 358 The Magnet School for STEAM Exploration and Experien-
tial Learning
MS 582
MS 890
MS 935
Multicultural High School
Muscota
NEST+m
New Design Middle School
New Venture School
NJ County Prep High School
NJ East Orange STEM Academy
NJ Emerson Middle School
NJ George Washington Elementary School
NJ Jose Marti STEM Academy
NJ JPHCS John P. Holland Charter School
NJ Sara M Gilmore Academy
NJ Thomas A. Edison School
NJ VET Veterans’ Memorial School
NJ Weehawken High School
NJ WES Watchung Elementary School
NMU Northern Michigan University
Ocean Hill Collegiate Charter School
One World Middle School at Edenwald
Origins High School
P186X Walter J Damrosch School
Pathways in Technology Early College High School (P-Tech)
Pelham Preparatory Academy
Peter G. Van Alst
Philippa Schuyler Middle School for the Gifted and Talented
Port Richmond High School

PS 002 Alfred Zimberg School
PS 006 Lillie D. Blake
PS 007 Abraham Lincoln
PS 011 Purvis J Behan
PS 014 Fairview
PS 015 Patrick F Daly
PS 017 Henry David Thoreau
PS 017X (X450 Campus)
PS 018 Edward Bush
PS 020 Anna Silver
PS 021 Crispus Attucks
PS 023 Carter G. Woodson
PS 024 Spuyten Duyvil
PS 028 Wright Brothers
PS 032 Belmont
PS 034 Oliver H. Perry
PS 044 Marcus Garvey
PS 047 John Randolph
PS 048 PO Michael J Buczek
PS 049 Willis Avenue
PS 056 Norwood Heights
PS 058 The Carroll
PS 059 William Floyd School Elementary School
PS 060 Woodhaven
PS 067 Charles A Dorsey
PS 071 Forest
PS 075 Mayda Cortiella
PS 076 William Hallet
PS 084 Jose de Diego
PS 085 Great Expectations
PS 085 Judge Charles Vallone
PS 086 The Irvington
PS 089 Cypress Hills
PS 094 David D Porter
PS 106 Edward Everett Hale
PS 108 Sal Abbracciamento
PS 110 The Monitor
PS 110 Theodore Schoenfeld
PS 111 Seton Falls
PS 114 Ryder Elementary

PS 120 Carlos Tapia
PS 121 Nelson A Rockefeller
PS 122 Mamie Fay
PS 123 Mahalia Jackson
PS 125 Ralph Bunche
PS 130 The Parkside
PS 131 Abigail Adams
PS 131 Brooklyn
PS 132 Juan Pablo Duarte
PS 132 The Conselyea School
PS 135 Sheldon A Brookner
PS 141
PS 142 Amalia Castro
PS 144 Col Jeromus Remsen
PS 145 Andrew Jackson
PS 147 Isaac Remsen
PS 149 Danny Kaye
PS 150 Queens
PS 151 Lyndon B Johnson
PS 152 Dyckman Valley
PS 153 Homecrest
PS 157 Grove Hill
PS 159 Isaac Pitkin
PS 160 William T Sampson
PS 166 Henry Gradstein
PS 176 Cambria Heights
PS 176 Ovington
PS 177 The Marlboro
PS 181 Brooklyn
PS 183 Robert L Stevenson
PS 188
PS 188 Michael E Berdy
PS 190 Sheffield
PS 196 The Williamsburg Bridge Magnet School
PS 197 - The Kings Highway Academy
PS 197 John B Russwurm
PS 198 Brooklyn
PS 199 Frederick Wachtel
PS 199 Jessie Isador Straus
PS 20 Clinton Hill
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PARTNER SCHOOLS
PS 202 Ernest S Jenkyns
PS 211
PS 214 Michael Friedsam
PS 219 Kennedy King Elementary School
PS 223 Lyndon B Johnson
PS 224 Hale A Woodruff
PS 226 Alfred De B Mason
PS 233 Langston Hughes
PS 234 The School of Performing Arts & Technology
PS 249 The Caton
PS 25 Bilingual School
PS 256 Benjamin Banneker
PS 272 Curtis Estabrook
PS 277
PS 279 Captain Manuel Rivera, Jr.
PS 279 Herman Schreiber
PS 288 The Shirley Tanyhill
PS 297 Abraham Stockton
PS 299 Thomas Warren Field
PS 312 Bergen Beach
PS 328 Phyllis Wheatley
PS 345 Patrolman Robert Bolden
PS 373 - Brooklyn Transition Center
PS 377 Alejandrina B. De Gautier
PS 380 John Wayne Elementary
PS 43 Jonas Bronck Elementary School
PS 5 Port Morris
PS 75 School of Research and Discovery
PS 9 Ryer Avenue Elementary
PS 90 Edna Cohen School
PS 938
PS 97 The Highlawn
PS 98 Shorac Kappock
PS K004
PS K134
PS K140
PS K225 The Eileen E Zaglin
PS K369 - Coy L. Cox School
PS K394 (Mary McLeod Bethune)
PS X017

PS X114 Luis Llorens Torres School
PS X811
PS/IS 155 Nicholas Herkimer
PS/IS 157 The Benjamin Franklin Magnet School for Civic Leader-
ship in Health & Science
PS/IS 78Q
PS/IS 95 The Gravesend School
PS/IS 99 The Isaac Asimov School
PS/MS 031 William Lloyd Garrison School
PS/MS 042 R. Vernam
PS/MS 108 School of Authors
PS/MS 20 PO George J. Werdann, III
PS9 The Sarah Smith Garnet School
Public School 70 Queens
Queens Explorers Elementary School
Rachel Carson High School for Coastal Studies
Renaissance Charter High School for Innovation
Richmond Hill High School
Robert E Bell Middle School (Chappaqua, NY)
Satellite Academy High School
School of Performing Arts
School of the Future Brooklyn
Seven Bridges Middle School (Chappaqua, NY)
Sojourner Truth
South Bronx Early College Academy
South Bronx International Middle School
St Bernard’s School
St Stanislaus Kostka Catholic Academy
St. Saviour High School
Stuyvesant High School
The Academy of Talented Scholars
The Academy Of Urban Planning and Engineering
The Allen Stevenson School
The Birch Wathen Lenox School
The Bronx School of Young Leaders
The Brooklyn Green School
The Children’s Workshop School
The Christa McAuliffe School
The Gregory Jocko Jackson School of Sports, Art, and Technology
The Jermaine L Green STEM Institute of Queens

The Kosciusko School
The Lady Deborah Moody School
The Locke School of Arts and Engineering
The Longwood Academy of Discovery
The Maurice Sendak Community School
The Queens School for Leadership and Excellence
The Richard H Hungerford School
The River School
The Riverside School for Makers and Artists
The Suydam Magnet School for STEAM
The Urban Assembly School for Green Careers
The Young Women’s Leadership School of Astoria
Theatre Arts Production Company School
Thomas A Edison Career & Technical Education HS
Thomas C Giordano Middle School 45
Thurgood Marshall Academy for Learning and Social Change
United Charter High School for the Humanities II
Unity Center for Urban Technologies
UPROSE
Urban Assembly Institute of Math and Science for Young Women
Urban Assembly New York Harbor School
Van Siclen Community Middle School
Victory Collegiate High School
Village Academy
Vista Academy
Warwick Elementary
Washington Heights Expeditionary Learning School
West End Secondary School
West Prep Academy
WH Maxwell Career and Technical Education High School
William Cullen Bryant High School
Williamsburg Preparatory School
X469 The Bronx School for Continuous Learners (X147 Campus)
X469 The Bronx School for Continuous Learners (X177 Campus)
X469 The Bronx School for Continuous Learners (X855 Campus)
York Hall of Science (NYSCI)
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157 Columbus Avenue, Suite 432
New York, NY 10023

www.nysunworks.org

@nysunworks


